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hated them after I got out, I would still be
their prisoner, and I wanted to be free.’’

Sooner or later, hatred, vengeance, the il-
lusion that power over another group of peo-
ple will bring security in life, these feelings
can be just as iron, just as confining as the
doors of a prison cell. I don’t ask you to forget
what you went through in the bitter years,
but I hope you will go home to Burundi not
as prisoners of the past but builders of the
future. I will say again, if you decide, America
and the world will be with you. But you, and
only you, must decide whether to give your
children their own tomorrows.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in Simba
Hall at the Arusha International Conference Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to President
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda; President
Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania; U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy to Burundi Howard Wolpe; former
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa; Presi-
dent Daniel T. arap Moi of Kenya; President Paul
Kagame of Rwanda; Prime Minister Zenawi Meles
of Ethiopia; Tanzanian representatives to peace
talks Judge Mark Bomani and Judge Joseph S.
Warioba; Rosemary Nyerere, daughter of the late
President Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, founder of
Tanzania; and President Pierre Buyoya of Bu-
rundi.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt in Cairo
August 29, 2000

Middle East Peace Process
Q. What do you hope to accomplish in this

meeting today, Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Clin-
ton?

President Mubarak. We’re going to do
our best to find a solution for the problem
in the Middle East between Israel and the
Palestinians. We are making some consulta-
tions so as you could help the two parties
to reach a framework. It’s very important. We
hope to finish it by September. We want that.

Q. Are you hopeful, sir?
President Mubarak. I’m always hopeful.

And I think with the cooperation with the
United States and their support, I think this
will be reached.

President Clinton. I think the time is
short for resolving this. And I think all the
parties understand that without the involve-
ment and leadership and support of Egypt,
they won’t be able to do it. President Muba-
rak has been critical to this process for nearly
20 years now, certainly in all the time that
I’ve been here. So we’re going to work to-
gether and see if we can find a way to help
the parties get over this next big hump.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:10 a.m. at the
Presidential Terminal at Cairo International Air-
port. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Videotape Address to the People of
Colombia
August 29, 2000

Muy buenas noches. Tomorrow morning
I will travel to your country to bring a mes-
sage of friendship and solidarity from the
people of the United States to the people
of Colombia and a message of support for
President Pastrana and for Plan Colombia.

I will be joined on my trip by the Speaker
of our House of Representatives, Dennis
Hastert, and other distinguished Members of
our Congress. We come from different polit-
ical parties, but we have a common commit-
ment to support our friend Colombia. As you
struggle with courage to make peace, to build
your economy, to fight drugs, and to deepen
democracy, the United States will be on your
side.

Some of the earliest stirrings of liberty in
Latin America came in Colombia, as the
proud people of Cartagena, of Cali, of Bogota
rose up one after the other to fight for inde-
pendence. Now, nearly two centuries later,
Colombia’s democracy is under attack. Prof-
its from the drug trade fund civil conflict.
Powerful forces make their own law, and you
face danger every day, whether you’re send-
ing your children to school, taking your fam-
ily on vacation, or returning to your village
to visit your mother or your father.

The literary genius you call Gabo, your
Nobel laureate, painted a portrait of this
struggle in his book ‘‘News of a Kidnapping.’’
He presented me with a copy, and his book
has touched my heart. Now I know why he
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